Underscoring Uniqueness
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and you shall observe and perform them with all your heart and with all your soul.{!//You have 17-18. 7ma . . . p0N — Distinguished. Because [srael
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decrees, His commandments, and His statutes, and to hearken to His voice.(8/And HASHEM has pommendiments o mapter ites, the natlonand Sod have
? % ? €q ice. I mutually exalted one another. Israel distinguished HASHEM as

distinguished you today to be for Him a treasured people, as He spoke to you, and to observe
all His commandments, 1° and to make you supreme over all the nations that He made, for

praise, for renown, and for splendor, and so that you will be a holy people to HASHEM, your God,
as He spoke.
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o3 nos nan wnvgy npx — You made Me a subject of oKy ‘]‘7 ninY — To be unto you Elohim . . . that He shall be unto you the most honored
unique praise® in the world, nms MY DN MY of all objects separated (from matter), and from Him (emanates) the direction and existence
n?wlg {:ﬂand I will make you a subject of unique praise in the f’f all_ your affairs, without any intermediary as befits (One) who is Eternal. (Therefore,)
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ject of unique praise in the world, =mxyw — as it is the One above (i.e., He Who is) your Leader, and that you pray only to Him, bei
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Hashem is our God, Hashem is One. nnx nawn YN N
l:';wlzil — And I will make you a subject of unique praise in the : - )
[, world, mxaw — as it is stated: w2 Sy Ty M, Y s N N n
PN -~ And who is like Your people Israel, one nation (i.e. a ‘5 o ) T :,12---
unique nation) in the land.” i i F. —
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~J strange gods — i.e., they singled Him out. Th
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turn, made us a “unique entity” in the world. Ibn
Ezra translates it as “to exalt” and the Sforno, : NG FIRR B850 APAIR DR BI0R 2l
similarly, interprets it to mean elevation. The sen: :
. f the Sforno’s commentary is By entering into 1WAV DTRY MIAY JDPPYRD T2 NP TP NINRA N AR — K1 IOXIA 1217 4=
| covenant with God, we affirmed that the i1 jix7,~,
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considerations and all other claims to our time,
energies and means.
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oiTorY 9% nim — To be unto you Elohim. The ;
Sforno explains that this phrase has » twofold DTXY NI XY Ya0R TXNY AR BP0 TITA N3YY — DNy Y YIp v
implication. As k ted at the very begin-
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applied to angels who are separated from matter, — il —
and even to judges who reflect Divine intelligence.

However, man must recognize that the Almighty 9 Y932 p7 DPYYR Y3 MY WA MR DPIWRN D°I1D NP9 YRIY DNl )
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anates the existence of all — including those who

are “separated from matter” such as the angels. He
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The Rishonim struggle to explain the wor
heemircha. Rashi begins by pointing out that these words have 0 g1 fPan T2 WHPH NP (-r 1) MYYR 1112 DIRA MKW NOUA X a1

obvious Scriptural parallel which can attest to their definitive meaning.  spHR 1 YIPA "NYHY AN ANIX TOR TANEN 599 HINGRYT DIYY W MYY RN
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It is critically important to realize that the difference is far more
Significant than simple mathematics. It’s not just that we don’t
jpelieve in more than one deity; we believe it’s utterly impossible
for there to be anything but One. The most elementary under-
Standing of Hakadosh Baruch Hu dictates that there simply can’t

be any multiplicity.

Put it this way: It is possible for someone to be the absolute
{op player of a game or sport. He might be the best ever at pitch-
éng, chess, or equestrian jumping. But it is not possible for two

people to both be the top player ever. If we say that two people
dre statistically tied as the best ever, that means neither is truly
mique.

% Hakadosh Baruch Hu is kol yachol, all-powerful. He is in ab-
Solute and total control of everything that exists. That said, an
yinchallengeable entity can exist only if there is one such entity.

(he moment a second such entity enters the scene, neither of the

<two is unchallengeable. They can’t both have absolute control. It's

completely paradoxical. Likewise, Hakadosh Baruch Hu is ein sof,

unlimited. You can’t have two coexisting powers that are unlim-
ited. Having two necessarily means that each will invade the oth-
er’s territory, causing each one to be limited.
—B In other words, to claim belief in anything more than one
higher authority is to miss the entire concept of God altogeth-
_er. By creating multiple gods, those civilizations diminished the
whole perception of a god, reducing it to nothing more than a
glorified version of a human being.
2 |
Hakadosh Baruch Hu doesn’t happen to be one. It's so intrinsic
to Who He is that it can’t be any other way. He is the unlimited,
all-powerful One, rendering the existence of any other power an
impossibility.
As believers in Hakadosh Baruch Hu, we maintain the firm

conviction that He alone is the Creator, and He never relin-
quished any control to another force. The idea that He created
4 the world independently means that every iota of matter, every
Rrarticle and every quark, was fashioned by Him personally. But
we can take this concept much further. Our world is not com-
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S
poééd merely of physicél matter; it is filled with all sorts of meta-
physical and non-physical entities as well. Concepts, thoughts,
( emotions, and all other intangibles are also elements of His
2 handiwork. Happiness and sadness, the pain of defeat and the
thrill of triumph — these, too, were created by Him. After all, /
since there is only one Creator, without Him these elements sim-
ply could not exist.
20

We tend to mentally categorize events and circumstances into
certain boxes. Some occurrences we tend to view as acts of Hash-
gachah, a function of the hand of Hashem, while other events we

~ casually accept as somewhat random happenings. An apprecia-
tion of Yichud Hashem eviscerates this distinction, however.

To illustrate, let’s examine how we make sense of the challeng-
es, or even tragedies, that confront us. These events can be quite
difficult to come to terms with intellectually. In our mind, a strong
believer in Hakadosh Baruch Hu would fortify himself with trust
in Hashem in the face of such a difficulty, and turn to Him asking
that He fix what is broken and make everything right: He should
cure this ill person. He should help that person land a job. He

= should find the other person a shidduch.

Yet asking that Hakadosh Baruch Hu save me from sickness in
the sense that the sickness exists out there, as some sort of inde-
pendent entity, is a completely flawed perspective. Yichud Hash-
em means that every single thing comes from Him. Not just the
cure I hope for, but the illness as well. Not just my next job, but

-~X; the challenges I experienced in the last one as well. Sickness and
hardship are creations, too, and could not exist without His want-
ing them to exist. Every single thing we experience originated
through the will of Hakadosh Baruch Hu,

)fl £ t times we experience middas hadin, when Hashem deals

* { with us in a manner we perceive as difficult. Other
y fj times, we experience middas harachamim, when Hash-
em showers us with boundless kindness. Contrary to the popular
conception of what constitutes Hashem’s Hashgachah, however,
it’s not only the good times that show Hashem’s involvement in
our lives. He deals with us in different ways, some that we per-
ceive as more enjoyable than others, but behind each and every

~P experience is His hand alone. That recognition is Yichud Hashem.

Rav Gedalia Schorr, in an oft-quoted essay," illustrates this point
with a beautiful analogy.

~J If you look at a beam of pure white light, you will see no color
at all. Yet if you shine this beam through a prism, you will sud-
denly notice a whole spectrum of color.

Looking back at the beam of light just before it enters the prism,
you see nothing but white. How, then, did you end up with red,
orange, yellow, green, blue, indigo, and violet? Where did these

\colors come from? The answer is that the beam of light contains )
the amalgamation of all the colors of the rainbow. When fully |
combined, however, they cannot be individually discerned. Only J
when you refract the light, isolating a ray of a specific color, will
you be able to perceive the characteristics of that particular ray.

sk Similarly, middas hadin and middas harachamim are not two dis-
tinct forces, but rather two rays emanating from a single beam of
light. There is but One force. We merely experience different facets
of His singular manner of conducting our world.

Accordingly, the person who experienced a miraculous recov-
ery courtesy of Hakadosh Baruch Hu was given the illness by
Him as well. Hashem put him into the crisis, Hashem took him
out of the crisis. He put us into Mitzrayim and He took us out of
Mitzrayim. All aspects of our lives, whether difficult or pleasant,

Y

want from me? What message is“He sending me? Am I properly
deciphering the message?

Alife challenge may be Hashem’s way of prodding me to do te-
shuvah. It might be intended to serve as a catalyst to help me grow
into a bigger, better person. Regardless of why the trouble befell,
me, the first step in coming to terms with it is to acknowledge that |
nothing happens by itself. It's just one more facet of that same {‘J
beam of light. )

lc\ How Does This Affect My Daily Life?

vl 24

/,j _verything in our lives, whether we perceive it as good

fﬁwjpr bad, is a manifestation of the hand of Hashem. Rather
s’ than merely pinning our hopes on Hakadosh Baruch Hu's
salvation — the end of the tale — we need to see His handwriting
on every single page of the story. Each twist and turn is Hashem,
yet again. Because there is no other power in the universe, every
detail must necessarily be set in motion by Him alone.

% Don't just grow from happily-ever-after endings. Don’t limit

your connecting to Hashem to seeking the cure. The difficulty it-
self is His doing as well. He is reaching out to you. It is your job to
figure out how to interpret that message, and how to respond to
it. w from the challenge. He is talking to you.
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To this end, Hakadosh Baruch Hu becomes involved. He micro-
T s¢manages my life and custom tailors my experiences to ensure that
my life never becomes too easy, or too difficult. The challenges I
face in my day are custom-made, right at the point of pushing my
skill level. Tough, but eminently doable. As I move through life,

e ; — with my many ups and downs, He'll keep customizing the dif-
Human beings, however, are not static. We have ups and we ﬁcultiesy I encounter, always keeping my struggles at the perfect

have downs. We learn to conquer mountains, yet we also turn o~ keel for me to be both challenged as well as able to grow through
kme?al;iusllisi flt?:g) fggrx?::;ia;:eiif' (?f life, our point of balance d the difficulty. He'll confront rﬁe with challenges, bu:f. 'at the same

: i y Tnsurmountable = Jeas ago. time He'll be right there ensuring I have all the requisite emotion-
might at this point have become quite doable. How, then, can 1 and material tools to be able to succeed.
it be ensured that the system of free choice is at perfect equi- RS
librium? How can we constantly be ensured the right level of _ ‘ b v(\(c 3
challenge?

If Hakadosh Baruch Hu would simply plunk us down here in
this world, leave us here for a number of years without any inter-
vention, and then call us upstairs for a reckoning, there would be
a serious flaw in the entire design of the world. A person could
conceivably live for many years, yet end up with relatively few
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true free-choice opportunities over the course of his life. He might
have encountered numerous situations that were simply out of
his range of free will, either due to their extreme ease or due to
their extreme difficulty. Furthermore, even in situations where
a person does make a choice, the challenge may be present, but _
/ot truly all that difficult. The entire purpose of our traversing
this world is to capitalize on our opportunities to exercise bechi-
rah, and yet it would be quite feasible that a person could end up j
with only a limited number of situations in which he could truly
choose between right and wrong.
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that exists within a mitzvah, “m¥1 — and commanded us,” referring to
the aspect of our relationship with Hashem as the One who commanded

us.!®
In any meaningful relationship, it is not appropriate or acceptable
for one side to consistently respond to the other’s wishes by stating

that flq will “think about it,” and if he will deem the act meaningful, he
will do it. Such an attitude is demeaning in the extreme; all the more so
when employed in our relationship with Hashem. Moreover, this atti-
tude is demeaning to the person as well, as it expresses an assessment
of his judgment relative to that of Hashem which borders on the (other
side of) delusional.

The relationship aspect of mitzvos is sometimes put to the side, as
the focus tends to be more on mitzvos as spiritually enhancing and
elevating acts. This type of discussion is very popular nowadays, .but
focusing exclusively on this aspect means the discussion is ultimately
one of spirituality, not of religion. The full picture emerges when the
spiritual act called a mitzvah is discussed within its context as a Divine

command.
Thus, the nature and atmosphere of the inquiry into reasons for
mitzv s may be decisive in determining whether it is a positive or neg-

ative endeavor.
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[God] has become [acknowledged as] King in Yeshurun

when the heads of the people are assembled, the tribes of Yisrael are

united” (Devarim 33:5).

“YESHURUN" IS AN epithet that describes Yisrael as "0 —

“straight” or “upright.” When they are all following a str;ai.ght

path, and they are striving for one thing only — to serve Hashem

Yisbarach — then He reigns over them, as King of Yisrael.
However, for Hashem’s kingdom to be complete, it is not

enough that all of Yisrael should consist of many individual
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“Yeshuruns.” Its perfection depends on the consolidation of all ’
those individual upright Yeshuruns: *02W T2 DY "WK QXN

Y. HaKadosh Baruch Hu is truly the King only when Yisrael n"?:m o DRAWUY R¥AI SWIRT PRI R P
are assembled for a common purpose, when they are T — to- ,1‘?1:0 oy% 1° nend ona ana 17apnw sk
>K~gether, united. Conversely, discord within Klal Yisrael prevents T M oo SWIRD Nam RN nan
perfection in the manifestation of BW Md7n. When an indi- ] AR M Ay BN AR T T n*oon
vidual is driven by his own different egoistic desires and goals Q*E:‘Elz:’_
(which leads to conflict), he thereby exhibits a lack of mbvania,
submission and annulment of one’s personal ego before Hashem. Jaawn wRa By M ovna e By bﬂ
Then it is as if Hashem Yisbarach does not exactly reign over mawn wRIY ,W
such a person — since he has strong wishes outside service of pwannn_jat RUT AN MwInnn oY R
Hashem. ) 1’:1 TSR NP0 MwInnm /I I nnon \
On the other hand, when all of Yisrael are united in their AR Toa nwInnmi 2R 173apin
common desire to serve Hashem Yisbarach, having_ annulled "I‘?N‘l Dpnn R Mwy? IR X'A W0 ova 7D
their egoistic ambitions and passions, then He actually reigns ypoBEAY /XY TP NTHR OPR MR TR 91
over them absolutely. There is no area in their existence which P2 NR W nno )i MW wRN2 T W AJ
o functions for any purpose other than avodas Hashem, service of To7 AR O ,OpoRY T2 nvie n”apn oy ~J
God. Thus we see that the perfection of the Heavenly kingdom'’s om0 oyb 12 NP DY RN mo.nmwn?
manifestation is dependent upon the unity of Yisrael. wnnn 79 7" nwInnn 779n NANDRY DWIT ¢
In the morning hymn “Adon Olam,” we say that Hashem Yis- X932 9on PR 2 Towo oyY 1o nrn bw payn
barach is the Master of the world “Who reigned before any form ,CPTINT DAY by grybol 171aw W .0V
was created.” However, the revelation of His kingship in creation e i L DL L LA nbap
has been made dependent upon us, and if we do not proclaim PR3P ‘PR TTAR MK MIN3 RIPRTI awTne
and accept Him as King over us, then His kingdom does not % JpnY TP BYw DNpeRI Py '7:!0 i
manifest itself, so to speak. (This is the foundation of the entire mTaYn mawn R PaR 2R wIna omwy?
concept of Malchuyos.) Thus Hashem Yisbarach’s absolute reign Aratp *3iomRb W3 M3 0y2 PUMI PRT T RN
s dependent upon the unity of Klal Yisrael serving Hashem. apbY7 ARy MaR Yo By
1-5—1-‘— This idea is learned from the Sifrei (Devarim 33:5), where the G

following passage is also brought as proof: W17yn OW2 Miaad
ATP? YN YY inTaK), “Who builds His upper chambers in the
Heavens and has founded His group (7%¥) on earth” (Amos 9: 6).

When are those chambers (His royal abode) built up Above? When
He has founded His one 172X here below. 173 means all of Yis-
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rael unified to serve Hashem and to proclaim Him as King over AR (2 M) P AT 0K TPA

v . . . % 2 1
them. The Sifrei continues with a parable from Rabbi Shimon bar M DEIWN EPINARI IVPY N3 P
— e —— 013 XAp KD Dharby? exTwea onnnnd

Yochal A man connected two ships together strongly, using iron. .02pbR /b ONR P12 TR 033 RP o nnnb
Then he built a great palace on them. As long as the ships are / bymn 'R pon XY JrYy na v Y 11
strongly attached, the palace can endure, but the minute thev 5 ) Yaro R 9197 ,O2pYR ‘M2 ONX D012 non ;
separate, the whole structure w111 urely collapse. Klal Yisrael are % o3 XY A% v e TS

the same: as long as they are unified in one common desire to do 5T XY RIPIR TRN ©° STVTY .MIwn)

the will of Hashem Yisbarach, then His nioyn (upper c chambers) ST R T TIOR3 U0 KoK Ty
are safe and “sound in the Heavens, because they are founded Tean RIvM3 M3 73 O oK1 AnTaya ——
upon N7 — the consolidated congregation of Yisrael. How- R 3"7I9TRa_TONIAR_Amn_1nap BTp
ever, if, God forbid, each member of Klal Yisrael does his own ) Tom T3t TVSTSIRG FORA AIE AP
will, and they are not united, then the Heavenly kingdom’s man- T A3 RPN U M e v e,
7~

ifestation, so to speak, collapses.
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When we reflect upon the issue of 1 concermng the RIAYNRD *779 *3R APnna MY TTTY TR R

Tribes of Israel, each one of us must think of himself as “one” of NTAI AT AR X DPTan IR D RNN7T
Klal Yisrael. Every person must sacrifice his egoistic strivings for AT propa 797 JZTYNR KN fonnna AR
the sake of achieving the communal goal of Klal Yisrael — which 077 MMWRA R NR TPAN WK1 072 e
is MW MaYn Yy nYap, the eager acceptance to bear the yoke of VRN M 3UIRY RNNZT RNTYAR Py R
the Heavenly kingdom, while recognizing that his fellow mem- : .o

- bers of Klal Yisrael, who are chfferent are playmg their unique
role in the common goal. WYTp YW TeRYR N9 MWYIpn Nownm Ltq

/9 TEREY STV P MR YUY X PR
yoars IMEa1 YR YA 190 WRY 27 PR Y
79 2pab 09157 PR DD B7IRIRY > oa
S DRI PITART MDY LB°PPR ‘P Dnx Dh2
YT Rome STET oaom Dmm MwVTp nd by
J7pEm




